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The View From

Rec Center News
Ongoing September Events & Activities

• Swim lessons for all ages - group 
lessons and private lessons available.

• Gymnastics all ages and abilities; call 
front desk for more info

• Women on Weights -  Small group 
weight training facilitated by Personal 
Trainer, Sarah Aldrich

• Adult Pickleball - Wednesdays 9:30 
a.m. - Noon

• Adult Open Gym Volleyball - 
Thursdays 6-8 pm

Have you heard the news? Pickleball 
is starting to grow at Meridian Ranch 
Recreation Center.  What is pickleball? That 
is a great question. Our friends at the Pikes 
Peak Pickleball Association have the following 
to say about the history of Pickleball: In 1965, 
on Bainbridge Island located close to Seattle, 
bored children were entertained by their dads 
inventing a new game call Pickleball.  Why 
the name? Over the years it's been widely 
reported that Pickleball was named after 
the inventor's dog, Pickles. However, the 
inventor's wife said the name actually came 
from the sport of rowing, where a pickle 
boat has a mixed crew just like pickleball is 
a mix of other sports.  Whichever story you 
go with, it’s still a strange, but catchy, name.  
Beyond the history of the event, the USA 
Pickleball Association describes the sports 
as a paddle sport created for all ages and skill 
levels. The rules are simple and the game is 
easy for beginners to learn, but can develop 
into a quick, fast-paced, competitive game for 
experienced players.

The Basics

A fun sport that combines many 
elements of tennis, badminton and 
ping-pong.

Played both indoors or outdoors on a 
badminton-sized court and a slightly 
modified tennis net.

Played with a paddle and a plastic ball 
with holes.

Played as doubles or singles.

A more, in-depth, explanation of the 
rules and regulations of the game can be 
found at https://www.usapa.org/what-
is-pickleball/

September Active Older Adult Events

• 2nd and 4th Wednesday @ 5pm; Quilting 
Club

• 1st and 3rd Thursday @ 1pm; Pinochle.

• 2nd and 4th Thursday @ 1pm; Mexican Train 
(a dominos game)

• 8th @ 1pm, Lunch out at Longhorns on 
Powers Blvd. Be sure to sign up at the Front 
Desk one week in advance.

• 21st @ 12:15 pm, Potluck. We will be grilling 
outside, so bring your own meat and either 
a side dish, a salad or a dessert to share. Be 
sure to sign up at the Front Desk one week 
in advance. 

• Did you know that if you have an insurance 
policy that covers SilverSneakers that you 
may come and take any SilverSneakers classes 
that we offer at no cost?  You need not be a 
resident of Meridian Ranch. Come check us 
out! We’d love to meet you.
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Not intended to solicit currently-listed properties. Information contained herein is 
deemed reliable, but not guaranteed. Source of data: Pikes Peak MLS.

Stay Updated ...
Follow us on 
Facebook!
facebook.com/ParagonGroupRE
Info@ParagonGroupRE.com   |   719.822.1981

“Chris recently helped us sell our 
home in Falcon. We had an offer 
the first day it was on the market.   

This was the smoothest real 
estate transaction we have ever 
had. There was a little glitch the 
night before closing, and Chris 

had it taken care of so we could 
move forward with our scheduled   

close date and time and even 
saved us some money in the 

end!” - Connie D. 

You’ve heard low inventory means it’s a great time to sell,  
but what does that mean for you? We study market trends so we can help you make  
the best decision for the timing and sale of your home. We’d love to chat with you!  

 

$362,440 118 10.3% 
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Deck Works
by Porter Construction

Specializing in Outdoor Living:
•Custom Crafted Decks and Patios
•Cultured Stone BBQ and Fireplaces
•Composite, Hardwood, Steel, Stucco
•Multi-level and Built In Features
•Deck Covers, Pergolas, Gazebos
•Spa and Pool Enclosures, Sun Rooms
•Accent and Lifestyle Lighting

ph: 719.661.3403 fax: 719.662.0356
web: www.deck-works.com

e-mail: deckworks1@comcast.net
Member Southern Colorado BBB
Over 18 Years of Custom Crafting

Licensed and Insured

Medical•Dental
Surgical

Acupuncture
Laser Therapy

Emergency
Pet Grooming

FREE ANNUALFREE ANNUAL
Preventative
Care Exam 

(for new clients only)

Visit our website at 

to see this month's promotions!

Rob Willyard DVM Jennifer Wade DVMAmy J. Clark DVM 

Color

1001306.1

As life changes, so do your 
needs. Let State Farm Bank®  
help with a mortgage that fits 
your life and your budget. Let us 
help you make the right move.  
Bank with a Good Neighbor®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

Shopping for 
a mortgage?

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL

We have a great selection.

Some products and services not available in all areas.

Kevin Koenke, Agent
State Farm Agent

11605 Meridian Market View
Falcon, CO  80831
Bus: 719-495-9515

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #1455164
MLO License #100506715

Purple Toad Leaps into The 
Shops at Meridian Ranch

Brothers Chuck and Heath 
Schafer  are pleased to 
announce a September 
opening of their newest 
venture, Purple Toad Social 
Tap and Grill.  Born and 
raised in Colorado Springs, 
the brothers have more than 
30 years of experience in the 
restaurant industry.

“You will not have to leave the community to get great food”, Chuck Schafer 
said.  “We focus on providing a high quality family dining experience with 
service being a major priority.” 

You might be familiar with Schafer from his Powers Boulevard eatery, The 
Cow Pub and Grill, or Prime 25, a fine dining steak and seafood restaurant, 
which he co-owns with Sam and Kathy Guadagnoli.  

Chef Wayne Cooper, formerly of Prime 25, will serve up a mix of American 
cuisine from burgers to fish to pizzas, build-your-own salads and mac and 
cheese bowls.  “And of course, we will feature frog legs,” quipped Schafer.  
Twenty-four taps of Colorado beer, many of them craft brews, and craft 
cocktails built from Colorado-distilled spirits will offer thirsty customers 
plentiful choices.  For the kids, Purple Toad has a Tadpole menu.  

Over 20 large screen TV’s will show sporting events, with kick off football on 
Saturdays and Sundays.  Sunday brunch features bottomless Bloody Marys 
and Mimosas.  The Schafer brothers will be planning specialty nights, game 
nights, live entertainment, daily lunch specials and happy hour Monday 
through Friday.  

“We like to be big supporters of the local community and plan to sponsor 
local Falcon sports teams,” Schafer said.

Whether for a date night, a family meal 
or just stopping in to have a great time, 
visit Purple Toad at 11870 Stapleton 
Drive at The Shops at Meridian Ranch.  
Stay connected at www.facebook.
com/purpletoadsocialtap for more 
information on its opening date and 
special events.  
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September 2017 Design 
Review Council Corner

Landscaping: There have been numerous 
questions arising regarding rear yard landscape:

Questions? Does the side yard need to be 
landscaped? Answer: Yes

Do I need to finish the backyard?  Answer: Yes

To be in compliance with the Design Guidelines 
as noted in the Side and Rear Yard Landscape 
section:

“Side and rear yard landscaping shall 
provide a natural transition between the Lot 

and its surroundings. Owners of Lots shall 
landscape and maintain their yards in a neat                 

and orderly fashion.”

Weeds, weeds and more weeds! We love the 
rain the community has been receiving with the 
monsoons that come every July and August! 
But with the rains come weeds! Please take 
time to weed your yard. We have been sending 
numerous notifications reminding residents to 
do weed abatement. Noxious weeds, flowers 
and plants not native to Colorado, need to be 
removed. Canada Thistle can be removed by using 

“Roundup”. Let the seeds and plant heads die and 
remove them. Mullein can be removed simply by 
pulling it from the root prior to it blooming so the 
seeds do not spread.

Other weeds:

Please check your lawns for broadleaf weeds 
and spray. The seeds from other weeds have 
taken root and have been seen in the rocked 
areas; please spray and remove. Just spraying the 
weeds does not constitute the weeds have been 
addressed; please pull them too.

Friendly reminder about the Design Review 
Council (DRC):

The community is governed by the Design Review 
Council "DRC" that enforces the Conditions, 
Covenants, and Restrictions for Meridian Ranch 
DRC ("CC&R's") and the Meridian Ranch Design 
Guidelines. The "DRC" is not a homeowners 
association (HOA) as the homeowners do not 
own common property within the community. 
The "DRC" is a nonprofit corporation which is 
governed under the Colorado Non Profit Act. 
Please, if there is anything which is a MUST read 
while enjoying the rest of the summer, please 
review the Covenants, Bylaws and the Design 
Guidelines which govern the Meridian Ranch 
Community!

Remember ALL Improvements must be submitted 
and approved prior to installation!

Questions? Please contact your Meridian Ranch 
DRC Management Team:

Jamie Adams, CMCA, AMS, PCAM -              
Managing Agent

Jamie@warrenmgmt.com

Sarah Goldblum - DRC Governance and 
Improvements Assistant

Sarah@warrenmgmt.com 

Advertise in the October issue of The View From Meridian Ranch
Deadline: September 15, 2017

Call (or Click)          
Before You Dig!

It seems like a simple thing to dig a hole for a 
new shrub or tree, or to install new fencing. But 
even small landscaping and home improvement 

projects can damage utility lines and leave you 
footing the bill for repairs. Hitting a gas or electric 
line can injure the person digging or even ignite 
a fire.

Every year in the U.S.:

• 350,000 incidents of damage to underground
utilities are caused by excavators.

• 25% of utility damages occur when 811 has not
been called.

• 15% of utility damages occur by those conducting 
small jobs such as landscaping and fencing.

(Source: Spectra Energy)

Whether you’re a contractor, excavator, or 
homeowner, preventing damage to buried utility 
lines and equipment is as easy as calling 8-1-1 to 
request a utility locate before you dig. Calling 8-1-

1 connects you with the state “one-call center,” 
which arranges, at no cost to you, for utilities to 
locate and mark buried utilities in the dig area. 
Requests for utility locates may also be submitted 
online. 

Having utility-owned lines marked prior to digging 
is not only the safe way to work, it’s the law. 

For more information or to submit an online 
request for your project, go to http://colorado811.
org/.

Stay connected:

Website: www.falconfirepd.org 

Facebook: @FalconFireDepartment 

Twitter: @FalconFireDept

Porchlink Media is

proud to publish 

your newsletter!

To place a display or Business Service ad:

Please contact: Kerri Watts
kerri@porchlink.com or 720-295-2649

Ad Size
Black & 
White             

Pricing per 
month

Color 
Pricing per 

month

1/6 page $80 $115
1/4 page $120 $170
1/3 page $185 $210
1/2 page $225 $270
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Advice for the Parents of Latchkey Kids
With a new school year underway, many parents and caregivers fret about 
latchkey children who spend time on their own before or after school. 
According to some estimates, more than three million kids under 12 are 
home alone at least part of the day. That’s inevitable given the number 
of single-parent households and families in which both parents work.

We all want our kids to be safe and secure, so we did a little research. 
Here are some basic tips to help make sure your kids know how to handle 
being home alone:

• Have your kids check in with you or a responsible adult as soon as they 
come home. They can call your office phone or your cell phone. If you
are unavailable, they should leave a message.

• Set up guidelines for answering the telephone. Let calls go to the
answering machine, if available, unless caller ID indicates that a family
member or friend is calling.

• Establish clear rules for keeping doors locked and answering the door. In
most cases, young children should not open the door unless it’s a family 
member or a well-known and trusted neighbor or friend.

• If Internet access is allowed, establish standards and clear restrictions,
such as setting up parental guidelines for websites and chats. Also remind
children that talking to strangers is just as bad an idea online as it is in
public.

• Make sure your child knows how and when to call 911— an important 
reminder for all of us. If you see anything suspicious or threatening in
our community, call the police immediately.

You can get various perspectives on this topic by typing “latchkey kids” 
into a search engine such as Google, Bing or Yahoo.

Finally, don’t worry that your children will suffer emotional or 
psychological damage by fending for themselves a few hours a week. 
According to one news story, a report cited by the American Psychological 
Association found that the success of latchkey kids depends more on 
what kids are doing with their time after school, rather than the fact that 
you’re not with them 24-7.

TEEN LISTINGS HAVE BEEN REMOVED
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
  EVERY Wednesday 

is Ladies Night                                                      
@ the CreekView 
Grill from 4 pm    

until Close

   EVERY Thursday, 
Kids eat for Free 

w/ a paying adult. 
Dine –in only at the 

CreekView Grill

  1 2

3
Adult Full Court 

Basketball
4:00 – 6:00 pm

4  
Labor Day

5 6      
Stonebridge HOA 

Board Meeting 
7:45 am

DRC 2 Board Meeting
8:15 am

DRC 1 Meeting
9:15 am

Adult Pickleball
9:30 am – Noon

MSMD Board 
Meeting 10:00 am

7      
AOA Pinochle

1:00 pm

Adult Open Gym 
Volleyball

6:00 – 8:00 pm

8
AOA Lunch Out at 

Longhorns 
on Powers Blvd

1:00 pm

Farmers Market @
The Shops at 

Meridian Ranch
2:00 – 7:00 pm

Parent’s Night Out
5:30 – 10:00 pm

9
Majestic Baseball 
Golf Tournament

Flick N Float

10
Adult Full Court 

Basketball
4:00 – 6:00 pm

11   
LA Chargers vs

Denver Broncos
8:20 pm

12 13
Adult Pickleball
9:30 am – Noon

Quilting Club
5:00 – 8:00 pm

14 
AOA Mexican Train 
Dominos 1:00 pm

Adult Open Gym 
Volleyball

6:00 – 8:00 pm

15 
Farmers Market      
@ The Shops at 
Meridian Ranch
2:00 – 7:00 pm

16

17
Adult Full Court 

Basketball
4:00 – 6:00 pm

18 19 20    
Adult Pickleball
9:30 am - Noon

21       
AOA Grill Out at the 

Rec Center
12:15 pm

AOA Pinochle
1:00 pm

Adult Open Gym 
Volleyball

6:00 – 8:00 pm

22
Farmers Market 
2:00 – 7:00 pm

Parent’s Night Out
5:30 – 10:00 pm

Teen Lock-In
8:00 pm – 8:00 am

23   
Mongolian Grill Night 
at the CreekView Grill

5:00 – 8:00 pm

24
Adult Full Court 

Basketball
4:00 – 6:00 pm

Denver Broncos vs
Buffalo Bills 11:00 am

25 26 27
Adult Pickleball
9:30 am – Noon

Quilting Club
5:00 – 8:00 pm

28
AOA Mexican Train 

Dominos
1:00 pm

Adult Open Gym 
Volleyball

6:00 – 8:00 pm

29
Farmers Market      
@ The Shops at 
Meridian Ranch
2:00 – 7:00 pm

30

September 2017

NO SOLICITING
Have you received one of those annoying doorbell 
ringing sounds right when you were ready to sit 
down and enjoy an evening’s rest, only to find 
someone selling magazines when you answered 
the door?  Recently, there have been numerous 
complaints about the solicitors who have invaded 
our neighborhoods. There have been several cases 

as late as 9:00 pm where solicitors have been peddling their wares, refusing 
to take “NO!” for an answer and scaring residents.  

MSMD and the DRC have joined forces to deter these solicitors.  Soon,
there will be new signs posted at the main entrance roads to Meridian 
Ranch declaring it is “A COVENANT PROTECTED COMMUNITY” with “NO 
TRESPASSING” and “”NO SOLICITING” permitted. These signs are not 
intended to preclude your local fund raising groups like the Girl Scouts, 
Boy Scouts, and local school students from knocking on your doors at 
reasonable hours but rather the commercial vendors such as those selling 
magazine, cable TV subscriptions, roofing, plumbing repairs and landscaping, 
as examples.  These signs may not deter everyone and for some, stronger 
action may be necessary but for most, this certainly should help.  Be Safe!
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Building Classroom Community 
During Kindergarten Orientation 
Kindergarten students and their parents attended kindergarten orientation 
activities Aug. 1 at Meridian Ranch Elementary School. “We haven’t had 
kindergarten orientation for a couple years,” said Sheehan Freeman-
Todd, MRES principal, addressing parents during the event. “The Board of 
Education voted to bring it back and we’re so happy to have all of you here 
today to get off to a good start.”

After beginning outside, students and parents brought backpacks and school 
supplies into the classroom. The new students and their adult “assistants” 
immediately went to work on the first project of the new school year. “It’s 
the kissing hand,” said Lemor Murray, kindergarten teacher. “It’s a reminder 
that mom and dad are always in your heart, even when you are at school.”

“I’m coloring them, and I’m putting some ribbon on them,” said MacKenzie 
Williams, 5, decorating cutouts of the traces of her mom and step-dad’s 
hands. MacKenzie’s step-father, Chris Lane, was hopeful she wouldn’t need 
the aid. “At home she’s the oldest and kind of in charge,” he said. “As long 
as she remembers she can't do that here I think she'll be just fine.”

Students took tours of the school and met their music, art and physical 
education teachers before ending the orientation with a pizza lunch prepared 
by the school’s nutrition services team in the cafeteria. “This feels really 
great,” said Murray, about the orientation. “The kids and the parents get to 
interact with and build a relationship with me from the start.”

“It helps to build a strong classroom community.”

Caption - MacKenzie Williams, 5, isn't impressed with her step-fathers 
scissor skills during kindergarten orientation Aug. 1 at Meridian Ranch 
Elementary School. Parents and students worked together to create kissing 
hands, meant to remind the students that mom and dad are with them, 
even when they are at school.

Don’t put away your garden tools. There is still plenty to do!
Vegetables:

• Harvest green tomatoes and wrap them in newspaper. Store them in 
a dry, cool place until they turn ripe.

• Harvest winter squash and pumpkins when the skin can no longer be 
easily penetrated by a fingernail.

• Cabbage heads grown almost to bursting can be twisted a quarter 
turn partially severing the root. This will prevent further growth and 
allows for storage in the garden until you are ready to use or until 
severe winter temperatures threaten.

Planting for next year:

• Plant garlic before the ground freezes so it can be ready for harvest 
early next summer.

• Planting a seed crop of winter rye helps break up areas with clay 
soil. The seeds will require several waterings to germinate. Rye will 
grow through winter and eventually attain a height of 12 to 15 inches 
by spring. Be sure to turn under the rye in early spring so it can break 
down to become organic matter.

• Plant spring blooming bulbs after the soil cools below 60 degrees. 
Bulbs may be planted through November as long as the ground is not 
frozen.

Lawn Care:

• Continue watering your lawn. While mowing isn‘t needed as 
frequently during fall, the turf does continue to grow. Lawns should 
receive 0.5 to 1.0 inches of irrigation weekly through September and 
October.

• Core aerate the lawn if you did not do it in the spring, or if thatch, 
compaction or fungus diseases were problems in your yard.

• Fall is the best time of year to fertilize Colorado's bluegrass lawns. 
Simply fertilize with nitrogen sometime during late September to early 
November at lower altitudes, and earlier in the mountains. Follow the 
application instructions on the fertilizer carefully and remember that 
turf must be green when nitrogen is applied. 

Tree and Shrubs

• Shorter days and falling temperatures are prompting deciduous trees 
and shrubs to drop leaves and prepare for winter dormancy.  Limit 
fertilization in fall, as nitrogen stimulates useless late-season growth 
and delays dormancy.

• Continue to water trees and shrubs through fall, sending them into 
winter with ample moisture.  Depending on snowfall, it may also be 
necessary to apply water every three to four weeks throughout the 
winter.  Water when temperatures are above freezing and when the 
ground is not frozen. Apply water early in the day so plants have time 
to absorb moisture before soil might freeze at night.

Use the web address below for more information on fall and winter watering 
of trees and shrubs.   http://www.ext.colostate.edu/ptlk/1706.html

Garden Tips for September

“Gardening requires 
lots of water – Most 
of it in the form of 

perspiration.” 

-Lou Erickson

Weed-Be-Gone
1 Gallon Vinegar             2 Cups Epson Salt

1/4 Cup Dawn Dish Soap (The Blue Original) 

Mix and spray in the morning after the dew has 
evaporated. Go back after dinner and the weeds are 

all gone! Inexpensive, easy & safe!
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GAZPACHO
Ingredients 

1 ½ cups tomato juice

3 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil

2 tablespoons sherry wine

1 medium onion, quartered

2 garlic cloves, minced

5 large ripe tomatoes peeled, seeded, and 
chopped

1 large cucumber, peeled, seeded, and chopped

1 small green pepper, chopped

2 tablespoons minced cilantro

2 teaspoons salt and pepper 

Directions
In a food processor or blender, combine tomato 
juice, sherry, onion, and garlic. Puree until 
smooth.

Transfer puree to a large bowl. Stir in tomatoes, 
cucumber, bell pepper and cilantro.

Season with salt and pepper to taste. Cover 
and refrigerate until well chilled, at least 1 hour 
before serving.

MERIDIAN RANCH FARMERS MARKET 

FRIDAYS 2pm-7pm 
June 2nd - September  29th 

 

Location:  THE SHOPS AT MERIDIAN RANCH 

Address:  11886 Stapleton Rd. 

To become a vendor call:  (719) 592-9420 or email unique47@hotmail.com 

MERIDIAN RANCH FARMERS MARKET 

FRIDAYS 2pm-7pm 
June 2nd - September  29th 

 

Location:  THE SHOPS AT MERIDIAN RANCH 

Address:  11886 Stapleton Rd. 

To become a vendor call:  (719) 592-9420 or email unique47@hotmail.com 
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Roberta Loughman
REALTOR®, MRP, REO, CSSP

LIC # 40034822

robertaloughman@msn.com 

719-332-8083

Meridian Ranch Resident
since 2005

PikesPeakHomeGuide.com
"Taking care of business means taking care of you!"

As a premier real estate agent in Colorado Springs, I’m here to 
provide you with all the resources and information you need to 
buy or sell real estate. I work with with buyers and sellers in 
Colorado Springs, Peyton, Monument, Castle Rock, Woodland 
Park and the surrounding areas. I’ve had extensive training in 
the latest real estate marketing strategies. I’m confident that I 
can offer you knowledge and tools most other agents can’t. 

Contact me so I can keep you updated on the latest real estate 
activities in our community and answer any questions you may 
have. I look forward to assisting in all of your real estate needs!

2016 DISTINCTION ACHIEVEMENT Award Winner
2015 NOMINEE BEST REALTOR GAZETTE BEST OF SPRINGS

2015 CIRCLE OF HONOR Award Winner
2014 CIRCLE OF HONOR Award Winner
2013 CIRCLE OF HONOR Award Winner
2012 TOP GUN GRADUATE With Wings
2012 CIRCLE OF HONOR Award Winner
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Falcon Sprinkler Winterization
SPRINKLER BLOWOUTS!                

Don’t get caught having your pipes 
freeze this winter.  $45 for up to 8 zones.  

Schedule your appointment today at 
www.falconsprinkler.com

Nate Pitcher
Owner/Operator
npitcher8@gmail.com
719-338-3022

Serving Falcon, Woodman Hills and Meridian Ranch

Recognize your great 
neighbor and have                               

them profiled in the 
newsletter. 

Send your nominations to        
kerri@porchlink.com by the  

15th of the preceding month. 



The View From Meridian RanchPage 12

 18  Holes  of  Gol f  wi th  Car t  for  
2  P layers  & a Bucket  of  Range 

Ba l l s  

* 

Expires August 31, 2017 | Must present coupon. 

$69 * Play 
For 2 

Anytime 

GOLF & RIDE SPECIAL 

After 12pm 

Pitcher of domestic beer and 
20 wings* 

Saturdays & Sundays 

* Offer valid during collegiate and professional football games on Saturdays and Sundays. 

Porchlink Media, LLC
6525 Gunpark Dr. #370-133
Boulder, CO 80301
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